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For the Crutch.
Lines:
Writlen by the bedside of a soldier friend.

Move quiefly about the room,
Hpeak In low tones, and lightly tread,
The weary form has sunk to rest,

Soft slumbers soothe the aching head.

Come gently, ye mild autu‘n winds,
Sllently through the casement fiow,
Come with your perfume lades wings
And fan the sleepers fevered brow.

Ah, what a holy thing is sleep!
How sweetly is the spirit bound,
Forgetting pain he slumbers on,
While dreamy visions Soat around
.

And now, o smile of brightness flita
Across the fevered cheek and brow;
And the lips murmur plaintively
One word, soft, tremulous and low.
Was it the name of one beloved,
‘Who for & time around him shed
The light of love, then stale away
Toslumber with the dreamless dead ?
What glorious visions filled his roul,
Visions all free from sin and tears!
©Oh, lightly tread, and silent keep;
Disturh ye not his hely sleep—
He's living over by-gone years,

The Shepherd’s Home.

My banks are furnished with bees,

Whose murmur invites one to sleep;
My grottoes are shaded with trees,

\ And my hills are white over with sheep.

1 geldom have met with a loss,

Such health do my fountains bestow;
My fountains all bordered with moss,

Where the harebells and yviolets grow.

Not a pine in the groveis there scen,

But with tendrils of woodbine is bound;
Not a beech is more beautiful green,

But asweet-brier entwines it around.
Nobmy fields in the prime of the year,

More charms than my cattle unfold;
Not a brook that islimpid and clear;

But it glitters with fishes of gold.
T have found out o gift for my fair,

1 have found where the wood pigeons breed,
But let me suech plunder forbear,

Bhe will say 'Lwas a barbarous deed ;
For he ne'er could be true, she averved,

Who would rob a poor bird of its young:
And T loved her the more when I heard

Such tenderness fall from her tongne, ARrNATONE

| @&~ Under General Orders No. 144, a Board is now

For the Crutch. J‘
The Knights of the Quill at Breakfast. |

BY ONE OF THEM.

If a stranger happened to be in the neighborhood of
the clerk’s quarters about seven o'cloek in the morning,
he might hear the rattling of a hell, and at its first mote
he would be startled fo see the Knights of the Quill
swarming from their doors in the greatest haste. Coat-
less, hatless, and even bootless, we rush pell mell tosward
the breakfast room. At the door where we meet, thefe
is a combined yell, and a grand eqteeze, and sve ail
tumble with ghouts of laughter into the vreom.—
Though there is a great deal of merriment about
all this haste, it is & very good feeling to gefin first,
when rations are small and appetites good. The first
act of each Knight when he reaches the {able, is to seize
a fork, and attach a steak to the end of it before he site
down. This is a wise precaution, as there may be more
_K‘nigh!s than steaks. Terrible confusion prewails far
‘®ome time while eath individual heaps up his plats snd
prepares his coffee for drinking. The rattle of spoons
and plates, the smack of lips, the clatter of crockery
moving around with astonishing velocity; all these’
sounds are conglomerated into one common buzz, and
above all may be heard the Knifuts crying out for some-
thing to eat. ‘‘ Pitch me a peice of bread,"’ wcries one,
and forthwith a slive of bread curves high in the air.—
#Pags the sugar in thiz direction, my boy,”’ eries
another, and the bowl slides over the table, threatening
death and destruction to all weaker vessels. * Chuck
me the pepper box,’’ eries a third, and thisarticle winge
and mrial flight, dusting everything in its path, and &
general fit of sncezing is the consequence. After all are
gure of getting something to eat, comparative quiet is
restored. The Knights feel easy and the joke <ircles
round the table. One Knight after vainly endeavoring
to swallow a piece of beef which he has been wigovously
{ masticating for some time, exclaims, “ Well, that stealk
| must have been cut from the form of a patriarch.”'—
Another consoles him with the infermation “that the
sterk is sirloin, cut from behind the horns,"” and other
complimentary remarks, net quite so choice, are heard
from different parts of the table. (ne praises the man-
aer in which the cooks have smoothed up the butter,
to give it the appearance of & fresh pound. .Another
thinks the butter is strong enough {0 Ehurn itself, but
yet not very old, since the flies imbedded in it are not
yet decayed. During all this time, however, fhere is
no inactivity—jaws are continnally in motion—steaks
vanish as soon as they are brought in, and the moment
the dish touches the table. Mammoth piles of hread
dwindle away, and are renewed, only to disappear, in &
manner which has well earned for theclerks the title of
the “ Vanderkieft Breadeaters.! When the table is.
i about cleared of everything in the shape of food, the
| Knights one after another retire, and when the last dis-
: appears, & mouse could scarcely make a meal from the |
i remains on the table. {

| in session at 212 F street, Washington. Applicants for
4 examinetion for commissions in colored regiments are

! referred to the Greneral Order—No. 144—for information |
how to get authority to appear before it

i ablige the printes. And need not'fear the ¢ Del

Protection for Disabled Boldiers & .Seamen.

Claim Ageney U. 8. Sanilary Commission—Solifiens
and Seamen Save gour wey—No Charge
Jar Services.,

The United States Banitary Commiis§ion, Army mub
Navy Claim Agency, will @btain Pensiors, Bowmtis,
Arrears of Pay, Prize-Money, andall other Militany st
Naval claims on the Government withautcharge for aer
vices o Claimants, :

The United States Sanitary Commisdien‘hasorgasnizefi
a gystem of Agencies Tor the prosccntion.of Military.anii
Navy elaims without charge for services, whidh it pro-
pases to extend to every prominent pointin.all the loydl
States, wvith o ‘Oentral Ageney st Washington, D. C,,
by which #ll the business with the seyeral Government
Departments will be transacied.

This Agency has already commencefl itsavork, ‘having
secured the services.of Dariva Foress, Inte Examineriin-
(hief in the Pension Bureau, who is thoroughlyinforme
& in a1l the details of suck ‘business. Hishighstanding
with the Pension Office.and with the other Depsrtments
of the Gtovernment, joined to his.energy-and infusiry
aresuch that, united with thefacilities securefl thy tthe
Commission, no other agency can offerrequal assurances
for a spesdy adjustment of all legsl .claims .againat The
Government.

e plan embraces The estailishment of Auxiliany oy
Sub-A genciegot-a8 many pointsas thetunds of theiGons
mission will warrant, or public liberality will:sustéin.-—
The location of these various A gencies will hasnnouneel
as soon as they .ave esteblished.

At these Agencies the necessary papers for the pros-
ecution of-all degal Ulmims swill be prepared, dulyoxecs-
ted, and forwarded totheCentral Agency .at Waslhing-
ton, to be presented 4o the proper Departments.

Accompanying this is.a lst.of places at which Agen-
cies are already organized.

Tndividuals desireus of ohiainiag ‘tledks or ‘mstrue-
tions for making out papers for their friends, auithout
charging them for their services, to establish olaims on
the ‘Government, can obtain them by .adidressing 1the
General Agent, Washington, D. £.,.or by applyingito
any of the Sub-Agenciess but those papers, ahen .axe-
cuted, must he sentio the neavest. Sub-Agency to be for-
warded to the Generdl Lgency.

All communications relative to the'business -of the
Agency should he addressed to Daniug Forues, (Genersl
Claim Agent for the United States Sanitary:Commission,
Washkington, D. (.

The co-operation of all the frientis of Gisabled soldiers
and .of the dependents of those who have sacrificed their
lives‘in {efense.of the country, is asked .in aifl .of this
enterprise, Let every loyal ¢itizh do what he -can :to
communicate to.gvery Digabled Soldier, Widow, Orpkan,
Dependant Mother, and ' Orjihan Bister, entitled Ao :the
bounty wof the Government, the fact that the benevolent
of the Loyal States have made provisions .for .securing
their claims without cost to them,

The newspapers throughout the couniry will‘do aser-
vice to the cense-of humanity by calling publicattention
to this Ageney.

By ovder®f the Standing Comniltiee,
J. FOSTER JENKINE,
‘General Secretary.
W asmnarow, D.'C., April'12,71864.
Orrice U, 8. Sammary Gommission.

fﬁnﬁng Oiﬂce’ i&ﬁi;;

. Enter softly: :
2. Don't inquire for the news.

3. Subscribe for the paper and pay'in advaure
4. Read theafews for yourself.

5. Engage in no controversy.

6. Keep six feet from the table.

7. Hands off the type.

£. Don’¢ talk to the compositors.

9. Eyes off the menuseript and proof shests

By nstrict ohservance ef these rules, you will ivegiy
e




